
Cabinet of Catherine Ashton 
High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
Vice-President of the Commission 
 
 

 

 

James MORRISON 
(JM) 
Head of Cabinet  

(+32-2) 2999156 
BERL 12/196 
 
Assistants: 
Karen Ramsey 
Deirdre Hughes 
(maternity leave) 
Elizabeth Ann Byrne 
 

 
• Overall Strategy and 

policy coordination 
• European Council 
• Corporate Board 
• Hebdo 
• COREPER 
• QABD 
 

 

 

 

Helene HOLM-
PEDERSEN (HHP) 
Deputy Head of 
Cabinet  

(+32-2) 2993693 
BERL 12/181 
 
Assistant  
Fatmire Kamberi 
 

 
• Crisis Response 
• FAC  *with Carl 

Hallergard 
• FAC (Development) 
• Enlargement - Balkans 
• Humanitarian Aid 
• Strategic 

Communication 
• Cabinet managemet 
• (Cabinet Georgieva)   
 

 

 

 

Pelayo CASTRO 
ZUZUARREGUI (PC) 
Advisor  
(+32-2) 2998111 
BERL 12/231 
 
Assistant  
Anna Lupina 

 
• Head of Foreign Policy 

Team 
• North Africa, Middle 

East, Arabian 
peninsular, Iraq 

• Southern 
Neighbourhood 
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Cristina 
CASTAGNOLI (CC) 
Advisor  

(+32-2) 2986348 
BERL 12/221 
 
Assistant  
Miriam Cunill Rafael 

 

 
• European Parliament 
• European Ombudsman 
• GRI 
• Petitions 
• Inter-Institutional issues 
 

 

 

 
Edward 
BANNERMAN (EB)  
Economic Advisor  
(+32-2) 2956351 
BERL 12/163 
 
Assistant  
Julie Soelver 

 
• Hebdo (Alternate) 
• Ecfin 
• G7 / G20 
• TAXUD/OLAF 
• Budget 
• EFTA / EEA 
• Internal Market  
• North Africa Task 

Force 
 

 

 

 
Miguel CEBALLOS 
BARON (MC) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2967503 
BERL 12/171 
 
Assistant  
Tzoulia Kalpakli 

 

 
• Americas/Caribbean 
• UN 
• Hebdo (Alternate) 
• Trade 
• Climate 
• Environment 
• Agriculture & Fisheries 
• Competition 
• Industry 
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Steven EVERTS (SE) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2959413 
BERL 12/168 
 
Assistant  
Julie Soelver 

 

 
• Asia 
• Australia/New 

Zealand/Pacific 
• Turkey 
• Strategic Partners 
 

 

 

 
Oliver RENTSCHLER 
(OR) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2953516 
BERL 12/241 
 
Assistant  
Ziva Kokolj 

 

 
• Pol/mil coordinator 
• Crisis Management 
• CSDP 
• NAC  
• FAC (Defence) 
• NATO 
• Nuclear 

disarmament/WMD 
• Iran 
 

 

 

 
Carl HALLERGARD 
(CH) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2959406 
BERL 12/233 
 
Assistant  
Ziva Kokolj 

 

 
• Europe and Central 

Asia 
• Eastern Neighbourhood 
• Norway/Arctic 
• FAC  *with Helene 

Holm-Pedersen 
• PSC 
• G8 
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Alexandra KNAPTON 
(AK) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2976190 
BERL 12/187 
 
Assistant  
Elizabeth Ann Byrne 

 

 
• Africa 
• Justice 
• Home Affairs 
• Travel Security Liaison 

Officer 
• Development 
• (Cabinet Piebalgs) 

 

 

 
Jivka Petkova (JP) 
Member  

(+32-2) 2950376 
BERL 12/176 
 
Assistant  
Tzoulia Kalpakli 

 

 
• Global and Multilateral 

Issues 
• Civil Society 
• Energy 
• Digital 
• Social Affairs, 

Employment 
• Transport 
• Regional Policy 
• Health & Consumer 

Protection 
• Education, Culture, 

Multilingualism and 
Youth 

• State Aids and 
Infringements 

 
 

 

 
Emma LOWE (EL) 
Private Secretary  

(+32-2) 2962719 
BERL 12/208 

 

 
• Front Office 

Management 
• Logistics, planning, 

travel 
• Briefing co-ordination 
• Security Liaison Officer 

(Alternate) 
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Personal assistants to 
HR/VP Catherine Ashton 

  

 

 

 
Sonia Azzopardi 
Personal assistant  

(+32-2) 2986652 
BERL 12/211 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Catherine Diamonika 
Personal Assistant  

(+32-2) 2994882 
BERL 12/221 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Aurimas Zabulis 
Personal Assistant  

(+32-2) 2950023 
BERL 12/221 
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Assistants to Cabinet 
members 

  

 

 

 
Karen Ramsey 
Assistant to James 
Morrison  

(+32-2) 2950397 
BERL 12/193 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Deirdre Hughes 
(maternity leave) 
Assistant to James 
Morrison 

 
 

 

 

 
Elizabeth Ann Byrne 
Assistant to James 
Morrison and 
Alexandra Knapton  

(+32-2) 2974582/69188 
BERL 12/193 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Fatmire Kamberi 
Assistant to Helene 
Holm-Pedersen  

(+32-2) 2990661 
BERL 12/180 
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Anna Lupina 
Assistant to Pelayo 
Castro Zuzuarregui  
(+32-2) 2967733 
BERL 12/227 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Miriam Cunill Rafael 
Assistant to Cristina 
Castagnoli  

(+32-2) 2972215 
BERL 12/227 

 

 
 

 

Julie Soelver 
Assistant to Edward 
Bannerman and Steven 
Everts  

(+32-2) 2964551 
BERL 12/166 

 

 

 

 

 
Tzoulia Kalpakli 
Assistant to Jivka 
Petkova and Miguel 
Ceballos Baron  

(+32-2) 2960241 
BERL 12/174 
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Ziva Kokolj 
Assistant to Carl 
Hallergard and Oliver 
Rentschler  

(+32-2) 2974575 
BERL 12/236 

 

 
 

 
Archives   
 

 

 
Elena Valavani 
(maternity leave)  

(+32-2) 2967064 
BERL 12/275 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Taha Essefiani  

(+32-2) 2988537 
BERL 12/268 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Teresa Perez-Castano 

(+32-2) 2993670 
BERL 12/273 

 

 
 

 


